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and the ingenious waste of time practised by the Jesuits.
The Jansenists were the b'est hope that French education
ever had, and their success was too much for the jealousy
of their rivals. Neither piety, nor wit, nor virtue could save
them. In them a light was quenched which would have
given a different direction to the education of France and
of Europe. No one can visit without emotion the retired
cloister which lies hidden, amongst J:he forests of Ver-
sailles, neglected by strangers, scarcely thought of by its
neighbours, where the brick dove-cot, the pillars of the
church, the trees of the desert, alone remain to speak to
us of Pascal, Arnauld, Tillemont, Racine, and the M&re
Angelique.